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SAN FRANCISCO

QUALTTY CONTROL BOARD
BAY REGION

oRDER NO. 97-075

RESCTSSION OF SITE CLEANUP
ORDERS NO. 9L-1,L7 AND NO.

REQUIREMENTS,
92-070, FOR:

u.s. cELrIuLosE Ar{D Lours J. ArvD sHrRrJEy D. sMrrH ArvDHAZ,/CONTROIJ

for the property located at
1545-L547 ALMADEN ROAD
SAI\T iIOSE, SAMIA CLARA COII}i|1[Y

The California Regional
Bay Region (hereinafter

Site Description

Louis 
'J ' and sh-i-rley D. smith, husband and wif e, own theproperty and buildings at i_545-1547 Al_maden Road in'san ,Jose.The p{gperty consistl of two buirdings and grou"a, ,r.i"h arerented/leased to prospective tenants f:or commercial activitiesof a varied nature. At one time two und.erground storage tanks(usts) were locared on the property arra"used bt-;;;"panrs.Both tanks were excavated and -removed by direction- or theproperty owners on August g, 1995.

The two tanks were: (r) a 6,000-ga11on capacity t.ank used tostore lacquer thinner, and (2) i z,0oO_g;Ilon'capacity tankused to store acetone. The contents of both Lanks have beencalled- "paint solventsr. The sma]ler tank was installed forthe Almaden paint co. in october of 1963. The date ofi-nstallation of the larger tank is not known; it is surmisedthat both tanks may hav6 been installed at the same time.
Site History

3 ' Almaden Paint complny occupied the site from LgG3 or earlier,until september bt -wee. The current owners acquj_red theproperty in March, 1968; the previous owners were Samuel H.and Beulah Tyler and Robert R. and .June T. Rogers . whenAlmaden paint vacated the property, the original u.s.cellulose co. occupied one t*hen' both buildings, and siteoccupancy was continue_d by the successor and lresent u.s.ce]Iu1ose throug_h April of May of 19g0. The successor u.s.cellulose stored acetone in Lrr" smaller tank and lacquerthinner in the larger tank.

Water Quality Control Board, San Franciscocalled the Board) , finds that:

1.

2.



4. Pacific States Chemical_s Inc. (PSCI) occupj-ed first one then
both of the buildings during the period,June or,ruly, 19BO to
,Ju1y or August, l-985 . pscr mixed and blended solvent and
cleaning products but occasionarly mad.e acid cleaners, r'carb
cleanersr', and paint st,rippers. pscr reportedly did not use
either of the tanks.

5. whil-e Pscr was the tenant of record, HAZ/control, with
knowledge and permission of the property owners and PSCf, used
one of the tanks to store a quantity of Methyl Ethyl Ketone
(MEK), identified as 'paint thinner", for a period-of aboutthree days.

6. MEK and other pollutants were
beneath the USTs when they were
groundwater which collected in a
bottom of the excavation.

found in soil samples from
removed, and in a sample of
shallow narrow trench at the

7 - The Dischargers remediated the site by excavating: approx-
imately 3,700 cubic yards of affected ioil in August-1gg]-.
Groundwater at the bottom of the excavation was found to be
impacted by Vocs such as 1,1-DcA and vinyl chloride.
Groundwater monj-toring continued; concentrations of VOCs
declined and j-n 1-995 the Dischargers implemented. an in-situ
bioremediation project as a means of meeting the cleanup goals
and reducing or eLiminat.ing the need for continued groundwater
monitoring.

8. Routine periodic groundwater monitoring from 1995 to t.he
present has demonstrat,ed that cleanup croals have been attained
and have stabilized. No further ".tilr, is recruired. at this
site

Requlatory History

9. On ,Ju1y 17, 1991 the Board adopted Order No. 91_-11,7, Site
Cleanup Requirements for the property at 1545 -L547 Almaden
Road in san Jose. The order named only u.s. cellulose and
Louis .T. Smith et ux as Dischargers; the Order stated that if
warranted, the Board would consider adding other parties'
names to the Order. The Order was considered for adopti-on and
adopted by the Board at the request of Louis,f. Smith et ux.
In adopting this Order the Board rescinded Board Order No. 9O-
035 (adopted 02-21-90) and as amended by Board Order No. 90-
1-62 (adopted 12-12-90) .

1-0. On March A2, ]-992 the State Wat.er Resources Control Board
adopted its Order No. We 92-A4 which responded to the
Petitions For Review of the Regional Board's actions in
adopting Board Orders 90-036 and 9O-J-62. The Petitions were



f iled by u. s. cel1ulose and Louis ,J. smith et uX,petitioned to have pacific states chemicals rnc.IIAZ/Con|:ol named as Discharqers.
and
and

11' The state water Resources control Board found t.hat HAZ/conLro1should be named a Discharger 
"nE- 

p".ific states chemical-sshould not be named a oiscf,argei, and directed the Board toname HAZ/Control a Discharger,- aLong, with U.S. Cel_Iulose andthe Smiths.

1"2' On .Tune a7, I9g2 the Board adopted Order No. g2- o7l amendingorder No. 9r-r1-7 (which had repi"""a order Nos. 90-036 and 90-1'52), and named u.s. celr-ulose, Louis,_T. and shirrey D. smith,and, HAZ/Control as Dischargers.
Basin plan

13 ' The Board .adopted a revised water euality control plan for thesan Francisco Bay Basin (Basin plan) o, June ,1, r9gs. Thisupdated and consol-idated plan represents the Board, s masterwater quality control planning d-ocument. The revised. Bas j_nPlan was 
^approved by thL state water Resources control- Boardand the office of Administrative l-.raw on ,Ju1y 2a, 1995, andNovember 13, 1995, respectively. A summary of regurlt"ivprovisions is contained in 23 ccR 3912. The Basin plan definesbeneficial uses and water quality objectives-ELr-r"t"rs of thestate, including surface waters and groundwater.

74 ' The existing and beneficial uses of the groundwater underlyingand adjacent to the subject property iriclude:
a. fndustrial process water supply,b. Industrial service water suilfy,c. Municipal and Domestic watei-suppIy, andd. Agricultural water supply.

15 ' The Board establishes the overall cleanup 1eve1 for a waterbody based upon the most sensi-ti-ve beneficiaL use identified.rn all cases, the Board first considers rrigr, quality ornaturally oc-cur_ring "background.rr concentration objlctives ascleanup 1evels f_or polluteb groundwater, with a beneficial useof municipal and domestic sipply, such as at this si_t.e.

1-6 ' The Dischargers have achieved cleanup l-evels for identif ied.vocs (volatile- organic compounds) in groundwater, determined.to be at or bel_ow MCLs (mafimum contaminant ]evels) for theseVocs based on limits established for drinking water by theState of California and the U.S. EpA.

-



CEOA

1-7 - This action is an Order to enforce the laws and regulations
administered by the Board. This action is categorically exemptfrom the provisions of the California Environmental eualilyAct (CEQA) pursuant to Section l-5321 of the Resources Agency
Guidelines.

Notice

18. The Board has notified the Dischargers and int,erested persons
of its intent to rescind Site Cleanup Requirements for thissite and has provided them with the opporiunity for a public
hearing and opportunity to submit- writt.en viewJ and
recommendations .

Public Meetincr

19. The Board, in a pubric meeting, heard and cons j-dered al-I
comments pertaining to the discharge.

IT fS HEREBY ORDERED, pursuant t.o Section l-3304 of the Californiawater code, that site cleanup Requirements orders No. 9l-r1_7 andNo. 92-070 are rescinded.

r, Loretta K. Barsamian, Executive officer, do hereby certify thatthe foregoing j-s a fu11, true and correct copy of an order adoptedby the cal-ifornia Regional water euality control Board, sanFrancisco Bay Region, on ,June 18, 1997.

4 -,/f--.>,b,^1, elz.t-yz LD c<{o
Lorett,a K. Barsamian
Executive Officer


